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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Treasurer, Auditors, Selectmen, 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
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CONCORD: 
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Frederick Whitney, as Treasurer of the Town of Henni- 


ker for the year ending in 1877, charges himself as follows, 
viz : 


Received of W. B. Barnes, cash and notes re- 


maining in his hands, $1,275 27 
Railroad tax, 113 79 
Literary fund money, 131 85 
Savings bank tax, 1,764 25 
of Merrimack County for support of 

paupers, 199 19 
Enos Carter, collector, amount of tax, 

less dog tax, 7,131 13 
Enos Carter, interest on taxes, 16 96 
Enos Carter, interest on unpaid taxes, 25 42 
Administrator of the estate of W. E. 

Cogswell, 16 00 
Selectmen, on pauper acc’t, 13 00 

Total amount received, $10,686 86 


Frederick Whitney, as Treasurer aforesaid, discharges 
himself as follows, viz: 


Paid for Breaking Roads, 


H. G. Patten, $12 52 
Willard Colby, 28 34 
E. M. Rogers, | 2119 
Joshua Sanborn, 12 85 
John Muzzey, 9 23 


Robert A. Wood, | 758 


William H. Gilmore, | 135 
James P. Flanders, 11 62 
R. T. Dodge, 10 39 
C. A. Bean, 8 42 
Sidney J. Dowling, 14 48 
Phinehas Clough, 3 88 
William Howe, | 5 29 
Hiram Green, 16 97 
Harlow B. Campbell, d 82 
James Colby, 5 49 
J. C. Kilburn, 10 18 
Paul Huzzey, 18 07 
J. F. Cilley, 15 41 
C. F. Stevens, 745 
Eldad Marsh, 13 39 
Carlos Childs, | 275 
John F. Dow, 8 46 
H. W. Blaisdell, 1 95 
Samuel W. Morrison, 3 21 
David Brown, 13 57 
Levi C. Newton, 5 83 
Harrison A. Rice, 7 63 
Ervin O. Farrar, 276 
Cyrus R. Bacon, 2 84 
S. M. Patten, 20 30 
Frank E. Colby, 3 80 
Oliver H. Noyes, 10 00 
Harrison Morrill, 4 50 
Nathan Sawyer, 4 92 

Amount, . $332 44 


Paid for expense of Highways and Bridges. 
Charles F. Stevens, repairing highway, $6 00 
William Howe, i de 1 00 


9) 

Phinehas Clough, repairing highway, 

S. J. Dowling, &¢ Rs 

D. M. Buxton, damage to plow, 

Thomas Livingston, snowing bridge, support of 
watering-tub, turning water from highway, etc., 

C. C. French, labor, 

Burton Wadsworth, for plow, 

Moses W. Rice, building culvert near Gove’s, 

O. H. Noyes, 5085 feet plank, 

Hiram Rice, for cash advanced for labor on high- 
way near J. B. Copp’s, 

John Gage, bridge plank, 

William P. Cressy, seven guide-boards, 

John Muzzey, cash advanced and labor on lower 
bridge, 

C, A. Bean, plank and labor on bridge, 

John Chase, cash advanced and labor on highway, 

E. B. Huntington, repairing highway near Friends’ 
meeting-house, 

Horace Childs, material and labor on West Henni- 


ker bridge, 
R. J. Clark, labor on highway near Martin’s, 
J. L. Garland, «6 ‘6 ‘< 
W. O. Flanders, ce é< ‘<6 


Hiram Rice, labor on highway near Copp’s, 

N. P. Buxton, damage to plow, 

E. O. Farrar, labor on highway in 1875-6, 

S. W. Morrison, labor and material for bridge, 

H. A. Rice, labor on highway near G. E. Barnes’, 
S. B. Heath, labor on highway, 

William Chandler, mending plow, 

Thos. Wiggin, bridge stringer, ; 

F. Whitney, bridge plank, 

G. W. 8. Dow, snowing bridge, 


4 00 
812 
1 50 


14 50 
5 00 
3 00 

29 6d 

87 85 


41 87 
30 36 
8 50 


19 50 
2 04 
27 69 


41 02 


20 56 
775 
11 50 
23 12 
2 50 
4 50 
1012 
rig hy 
4 05 
8 62 
2 00 
1 25 
10 22 
3 90 
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W. P. Cressy, erecting guide-boards, 
Chas. F. Cowdrey, labor on highway, 
Harris Campbell, bridge stringers, 
George McAlpine, bridge plank, 
James H. Dowling, labor, 

O. H. Noyes, 7507 feet bridge plank, 


Amount, 


Paid for support of Paupers. 
For county paupers, 
N. H. Asylum, expense of Emma E. Scribner, 
Lavinia Smith, board of Mary Whitman, 


Emily A. Dow, sf q: 
George E. Barnes, board of J. Hurd (3 weeks), 
R. S. Rogers, 6 6 (4 weeks), 


Everett & Preston, aid Mary Whitman and J. Hurd, 


Everett & Preston, aid Mary J. Straw, 

W. O. Folsom, “s 6 

John 8. Craig, entertaining tramps, 

Edmund Mirick, aid J. Hurd, 

O. H. Noyes, entertaining tramps and aid J. Hurd, 
Nathan Sawyer, taking affidavit, 

Town of Warner, aid Clarence Hurd, 


Total amount, exclusive of time and expense 
of selectmen, 


Paid Town Bonds and Interest. 
Mrs. W. ©. Cogswell, bond, 
George W. Chase, as 
Elijah B. Huntington, “ 
Thomas Chase, é 


Amount, 


8 00 

5 40 
15 00 
215 

3 35 
102 32 


$590 61 


$179 18 
53 18 
22 00 
63 00 
6 00 
6 00 
9 16 
449 
118 
3 00 
40 
14 00 
50 

30 25 


$392 34 


$100 00 
202 50 
208 50 
417 00 


$928 00 
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Paid School Districts. 

Chas. F. Stevens, District No. 1, $146 21 
Seth A. Morse, “ wre, 85 65 
Norman Mathews, “ at 114 48 
Freeman E. Colby, “ rea 149 10 
Lewis P. Hanson, “ eile 169 77 
J. C. Kilburn, ds Leta 5° 111 61 
Greeley D. Tucker, “ ey ae 144 96 
Rufus 8. Howe, se habe F 195 37 
N. P. Buxton, ts eT EUs 117 38 
D. W. Cogswell, =“ arn ah 313 06 
R. J. Clark, shia 102 96 
George H. Dodge, « loa $3 79 88 
Joel M. Howe, Jolin M. Page’s proportion, 3 44 
Warren Warde, Levi B. Davis’ proportion, 19 70 
Walter Felch’s proportion, 12 78 

Total amount, $1766 35 


Miscellaneous Bills Paid. 
W. C. Cogsweil, support watering-trough, 1875-6, $400 


W. P. Cressy, 4 oh 1876, 2 00 
mmo. Dow, © <<. ke vf 2 00 
Anna P. Dow, 2 00 
Eldad Marsh, 1 00 
Alexander Caldwell, | 2 00 
Fred Martin, 2 00: 
Harvey Chase, support of watering-trough, — 2 00 
Hiram Rice, cash advanced for counsel, ~ 17 00 
Hiram Rice, expense to Concord, 2 00 
Norman Mathews, bal. school-house tax, Dist. No. 3, 5 64 
John Gutterson, part bal. 6 6 “68, 577 20 
Hiram Rice, record-books and stationery for town 

clerk’s use, 17 29 


Hiram Rice, expense to Concord, 2 00 


c 
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O. H. Noyes, bal. school-house tax, Dist. No. 1, 3 55 
L. W. Peabody, reporting births and deaths, 5 25 
John Muzzey, expenses of town officers, 4 00 


D.S. Carr, recording births and deaths, stationery, etc. 15 00 
J. P. Chase & Co., printing town reports for 1876, 30 00 


C. C. French, for services as assessor in 1875, 4 00 
J. A. Newton, school-house tax, District No. 10, 104 64 
Merrimack county tax, 1594 15 
State tax, 1868 00 
Hiram Rice, services as selectman, 51 00 
Interest on borrowed money, and blanks, d17 
Heman R. Patterson, services as selectman, 49 50 
John Chase, services as selectman, _ 35 00 
Wm. S. Straw, over-taxation, 1 34 
John G. Duston, abatement of tax, 3 68 
Coupons from town bonds, 207 00 
Enos Carter, services as collector, 75 00 
Alden P. Farrar, over-taxation, 1 84 
F. Martin, for labor, and damage to wagon, 10 65 
George H. Dodge, services as S. 8. committee, 50 00 
George H. Dodge, attending district hearings, 4 00 
George H. Dodge, printing school laws, 1 00 
Everett & Preston, for spikes, 1 68 
D. 8S. Carr, services as town clerk, 25 00 
D. 8. Carr, recording marriages, and printing blanks, 7 50 
W. B. Barnes, for preparing town reports, 3:00 
W. B. Barnes, extra services as treasurer, 3 00 
Enos Carter, non-resident highway receipts, 56 55 


Hiram Rice, time and expense in sundry pauper cases, 9 75 
preparing county pauper account, and 

| settling with commissioners, 4 75 

one and a half days’ labor on highway, 1 87 
cash advanced for jury-box, lock, sta- 

tionery, and stamps, 1 35 

copying inventory, 5 00: 


s 


3) 


Hiram Rice, attending hearing at school district No. 
5 in Bradford, $2; No. 6 in Henni- 
ker, $1; four hearings in No. 7, $4, 7 00 
bounding village fire district, 2 00 
making inventory return to sec’y of state, 1 00 
examining highways and bridges sundry 
times, 4 25 
engaging help to repair highway near J. 
B. Copp’s and Friends’ meeting-house, 2 00: 
Heman R. Patterson, labor, attending hearings, etc., 14 62 
John Chase, attending hearings, pauper cases, and 


labor, 13 25 
O. H. Noyes, expense of town officers, 9 50 
Frederick Whitney, services as treasurer, 20 00 
Freeman E. Colby, s auditor, 2 00 
John F. Perry, i & 2 00 
Warren Felch, over-taxation, 84 
James Wilkins, attending court, and use of plow, 5 15 


Enos Carter, for abatement of tax for 1875, of Wrel- 
ton J. Felch, Lewis Lawrence, Wm. Nottage, Dy- 
er W. Perry, Joseph Straw, Ephraim H. Whitman, 


$1 34 each, 8 04 

George H. Dunbar, $1 55; George H. Hackett, 

$2 36; Clarion J. Owen, $1 43, 5 34 
Enos Carter, discount on taxes, 41 33 
Cash in hands of treasurer, less dog tax, 382 45 


Note of E. Carter, collector, being bal. of taxes, 1275 00 


Amount miscellaneous, $6677 12 
Summary. 

For breaking roads, ; $332 44 

highways and bridges, 590 61 

support of paupers, 392 34 


school money, 1766 35 
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For town bonds, 928 00 
miscellaneous, 6677 12 
Total, $10,686 86 


We hereby certify that we have examined the several 
items of receipts and expenditures in the foregoing report of 
the treasurer, and find the same correctly cast and properly 
vouched. 


SAM. K. PAIGE, Bs 
FREEMAN E. COLBY,  @”@"& 
JOHN F. PERRY, Committee. 


February 17, 1877. 


FINANCES OF THE TOWN. 


Estimated outstanding bills, exclusive of breaking 


roads, 

Due on town bonds, about, 
school district No. 5, 
school district No. 8, 


Total amount of indebtedness, 
Due from Hopkinton, for aid of Mary J. 
Straw, 
Cash and notes in hands of treasurer, 
Due from treasurer for 1874, 
from treasurer for 1873, 
Total amount due the town, 


Balance against the town, 


Statement of Funds from Dog 


Due from W. E. Cogswell’s bondsmen, 
Amount of assessments for 1876, 


Orders to be Drawn. 


Harrison Morrill, 
George W. Patterson, 


Balance, 


$35 00 
2654 00 
20 74 

3 40 


$2713 14 


$5 67 


1657 45 


203 25 
112 00 


$1978 37 


$734 77 


Taz. 


$81 00 


112 00 
$193 00 


$8 00 


5 00 
$13 00 


$180 00 


Report of the School Committee. 


DISTRICT NUMBER ONE. 
SumMMER T'erm—Miss Ella F. Whitcomb of Henniker, 


teacher. Miss Whitcomb has had considerable experience 
as a teacher, having taught twice before in this district. 
Most of the classes made commendable improvement. 

Winter Term—Taught by Miss Carrie L. Morse of 
Hennikey. ‘This was also the third term of Miss Morse 
in this district. She appeared to enjoy the good-will 
‘ of her pupils in an unusual degree, and consequently 
the improvement was rapid and very satisfactory. This school 
ranks first in town as regards punctuality during the school 
year, 


DISTRICT NUMBER TWO. 


Summer Trerm—tliaught by Mrs Mary E. Folsom of 
Henniker. This was a small school, and the first term in 
town of Mrs. F. The closing examination showed that the 
scholars had been studious and were thoroughly drilled. 

WintER ‘TeERM—Mr. S. Q. A. Newton of Henniker, 
teacher. School rather backward, and Mr. N.’s first at- 
tempt at teaching. Progress as good as could reasonably 
be expected. 
DISTRICT NUMBER THREE. 

Fatt Term—Taught by Miss Etta L. Huntington of 
Henniker. Both teacher and scholars did well. No fault 
to find. 

Winter Term—'l'aught by Mr. Herbert A. Patterson 
of Henniker. The school, at my first visit, appeared very 
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well. Every one seemed disposed to do about right. The 
closing examination justified my prediction of a successful 
term. 


DISTRICT NUMBER FOUR. 


Summer Trrm—Taught by Miss Anna M. Cummings of 
Hudson. This was the first attempt at teaching of Miss 
C., yet many with large experience fail to do as well. 

Winter TERmM—Freeman E. Colby of Henniker, teacher. 
This school at the time of making this report, is still in ses- 
sion, and has been visited but once. Judging from the pre- 
vious reputation of Mr. C., and from the thorough manner 
in which he begun his work, I have no hesitation in pre- 
dicting a successful term. 


DISTRICT NUMBER FIVE. 


SumMER LTERM—Miss Nellie A. Sargent of Hopkinton, 
teacher. ‘his district was fortunate in securing the services 
of so good a teacher as Miss Sargent’s previous reputation, 
and her success in this school, prove her to be. Quite a 
number of the citizens of the district were present at the ex- 
amination, which was characterized by a promptness on the 
part of both teacher and pupils pleasant to witness. 

Winter Term—Taught by Curtis Bb. Childs, a resident 
of the district, and a teacher of considerable experience. 
Although no attempt at show was made in the examination, 
the classes gave evidence that a large amount of useful in- 
struction had been imparted, and that Mr. C. fully main- 
tained his previous reputation of a good instructor. 


DISTRICT NUMBER SIX. 


SuMMER TERM—T'aught by Miss Emma L. Case. ‘Thor- 
oughness seemed to be the motto in this school. ‘The sev- 
eral classes acquitted themselves favorably, particularly those 
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in reading. The order was not quite as good as it should 
have been in a school of this size. 

Fatt anp Winter TERM—Miss Clara C. Gutterson of 
Henniker, teacher. This was a long term, of sixteen weeks, 
with a short vacation at the end of the ninth week. This 
district has been enlarged the present year by the addition 
of an adjoining district in Warner; in consequence of 
which, the amount of school money has been larger than 
heretofore. Teacher and scholars are worthy of much 
praise, and whoever instructs in this school will find good 
pupils. 


DISTRICT NUMBER SEVEN. 


SuMMER TermM—Taught by Addie L. Howe of Henniker. 
Miss H. labored under the disadvantage of teaching in her 
own district, where there was not perfect unanimity of feel- 
ing; consequently the school was not as successful as it 
might otherwise have been; yet the five scholars present at 
the close showed a fair degree of improvement. 

Winter Term—Miss Clara A. Flanders of Hopkinton, 
teacher. School stillin session. ‘T'wo visits made by com- 
mittee. At each visit the order was very good, and both 
teacher and pupils were evidently endeavoring to spend the 
time profitably. 


DISTRICT NUMBER EIGHT. 


Frrst anp Seconp Terms taught by Kate M Gutterson of 
Henniker, who labored hard for the advancement of her pu- 
pils ; and those who appreciated her efforts made commendable 
improvement. Miss G., in her register, says: ‘* We could 
have done much better if the attendance had been more reg- 
ular; but some of the parents are not willing that their 
children should be made to obey, and if they are punished, 
take them from school, or allow them to stay out when they 
please.” As a matter of course, the pupils who were sub- 
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jected to this kind of ‘*home influence” failed to make the 
improvement they ought. 

Tutrp Term—Miss Elvira J. Buckman, teacher. School 
still in session. At my second visit, made a day previous to 
writing this, a portion of the scholars appeared very well, 
and gave evidence of honest effort on their part, and of care- 
ful instruction on the part of the teacher. But I am sorry 
to say that another class, of such an age and character as 
largely to influence the usefulness of the school, appeared to 
take more pleasure in annoying the teacher and disturbing 
the order of the school, than in spending their time as would 
be expected of scholars of their age. It appears to your 
committee that the “home influence” spoken of by the 
summer teacher (that, or some other of similar kind,) is now 
at work, to the detriment of this school. 

In closing my report, [ cannot refrain from exhorting the 
people of this district to make a more united effort to sus- 
tain their teachers in the government of their pupils, and to 
teach their children, at home, that the school-room is the 
place for respectful and implicit obedience. Until this effort 
is made, this school will not take the rank that its situation 
and amount of school funds should secure for it. 


DISTRICT NUMBER TEN. 


SUMMER 'TermM—Taught by Miss Laura S. Patten of Hen- 
niker. ‘This was the third time that Miss P. has had charge 
of the summer school in this district ; pretty good evidence 
that her labors are appreciated. The scholars were prompt 
and orderly, and gave evidence that they had been well in- 
structed. 

Winter ‘TermM—lTaught by Miss Annie J. Newton of 
Henniker. ‘his is one of the most advanced schools in 
town. ‘The scholars appeared to be orderly, studious, and 
respectful to their teacher. ‘The parents also deserve great 
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praise for their attention to the welfare of the school. Hav- 
ing good scholars, a correct home influence, a prompt, ener- 
getic, and well-qualified teacher, this term, as a matter of 
course, could not fail of being successful. 


DISTRICT NUMBER ELEVEN. 


SuMMER TrermM—Taught by Miss Julia M. Johnson of 
Contoocook, assisted by Miss Etta Whitcomb. Miss John- 
son is a teacher of large experience: and if judged by her 
efforts in this school, a very successful one. It is seldom 
that so much is accomplished by a teacher unacquainted 
with a schvol, in so short a term, as was here shown at the 
closing examination. ‘The pupils under Miss Whitcomb’s 
charge showed very good progress 

Winter Term—Taught by Mr. Abial G. Barnard of Hop- 
kinton, and Miss Frances H. Perry of Henniker. This was 
Mr. Barnard’s first attempt at teaching, made in the most difh- 
cult school in town. Considering the great difficulty for even 
an experienced teacher in governing so large a school as 
this, 1 am pleased to say that his success was much better 
than could have been expected. 

The part of the school under the instruction of Miss 
Perry gave evidence of remarkable aptitude on the part of 
many of the pupils, and of great care and successful instruc- 
tion on the part of the teacher. 


DISTRICT NUMBER TWELVE. 


First AND SEconD TrERMs taught by Miss Lizzie F. Whit- 
comb of Stowe, Mass. Miss W. needs a little more self-in- 
struction before becoming a first-class teacher; yet the 
scholars, by their diligence and studiousness, were enabled 
to show quite good progress at the close of each term. 
Were I disposed to be critical, I should say that the teacher, 
during the second term, allowed matters outside of the 
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school-room to occupy more of her attention than they 
ought. | 


DISTRICT NUMBER THIRTEEN. 
SumMeER ‘ermM—l'aught by Miss Clara A. Flanders of 
Hopkinton, a teacher of considerable experience, who taught 
here with her usual good success. 


Fatt Term—Taught by Miss Elvira J. Buckman of Hen- 
niker, also an experienced teacher, whose success in this 


school was marked, as her previous reputation would indi- 
cate it should be. 


GENERAL REMARKS. : 


In presenting the foregoing report, your committee is not 
unmindful of his liability to err, and would ask for it the 
charitable attention of those who are disposed to be critical. 
All the schools in town, with one exception, have been visit- 
ed twice, and have been reported, impartially, according to 
the facts and circumstances then exhibited. A puff from the 
pen of a school committee is not always conclusive evidence 
of unusual ability on the part of a teacher; nor is a dispar- 
aging report from the same source always indicative of a 
poor school. It is exceedingly difficult to arrive at just 
conclusions as to the success of a school by simply spending 
two half-days in it; for, sometimes, it will appear better 
when the committee, or some other person, is present,—at 
least in regard to deportment,—and it may appear worse. 
Again, it is impossible for a person not thoroughly convers- 
ant with all the details of the school management to know 
with what a teacher has to contend. We fear that in some 
of our schools the scholars are too liable to regard the teach- 
er as an enemy; and when parents sympathize with them 
in this feeling, the success of the school is in a great meas- 
ure destroyed. <A parent can hardly do a worse thing than 
to uphold his children in any difference with, or complaint 
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against, a teacher, until the teacher has first been applied to 
for an explanation. It has a very deleterious effect on the 
minds of children to hear their teacher spoken of disparag- 
ingly. No scholar will have respect for his teacher while 
he knows his parents have none; and the motto, ‘‘Speak 
well, or not at all,” should be strictly observed,—at least 
before the children. 

No person transacts business for successive weeks and 
months without making some mistakes; and no teacher ter- 
minates a school without failing in some point; and this 
error on the part of the teacher,—which, in general, should 
be charitably regarded,—is, in many instances, maliciously 
magnified until his influence over his school,—and, conse- 
quently, their interest and advantage,—is forever lost. An- 
other cause, which has contributed largely to the disadvantage 
of some of our schools, the past year, is the want of harmony 
between members of the same district. ‘They appear to be 
exceedingly alarmed lest some one of their neighbor’s chil- 
dren will receive more attention, or advance with greater 
rapidity, than their own ; and instantly they raise the cry of 
“ partiality,” deeming it to be the duty of the teacher to fur- 
nish, ready-made, the ‘‘ capacity ” that the wealthy, but 
illiterate, mother attempted to purchase for her daughter. 
While, in some of the districts, the parents have manifested 
a creditable interest in their schools, which they have shown by 
their frequent visits, a majority of the school registers show but 
few visits of the actual patrons of the school. Parents, do 
not be afraid to spend an hour or two, occasionally, for the 
cause of education. You will never regret it. ‘lo a few 
teachers, who have returned imperfect registers, I would say 
that, were it their duty to make one statistical report to the 
state superintendent of public instruction, I think, after that, 
they would endeavor to give all the information that their 
registers require. In concluding this report, I would ex- 
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press my thanks to the teachers, to the scholars, and to the 
citizens of the town generally, for the uniform kindness and 
respect shown me in my official capacity during the past 
year. 
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